
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL SEMINAR  

 

Report 

 

 

POPULATION, HEALTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: 

PERFORMANCE AND PRIORITIZING POLICIES 

 

 

13-15 FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Patna University, Bihar 

 

  



2 

 

A national seminar of IIPS entitled “Population, health and sustainable development goals: 

performance and prioritizing policies” was organized to understand the synergy between various 

aspects of demography and health in context of Sustainable Development Goals and linking it to 

India’s programmes. The seminar was held at Patna in collaboration with the PRC Patna, Patna 

University during 13-15 February 2020.  

 

IIPS received more than 450 abstracts in response to the call for papers of which about 200 

abstracts were selected. The programme had two plenary sessions, three special sessions, 12 

technical oral sessions with 92 presentations, and two poster sessions with 105 posters on various 

themes.  Everyday three parallel sessions were running with average duration of one and half 

hours. Majority of the participants were researchers or research scholars and academicians, 

scientists from various parts of India that included Patna University, Central University of South 

Bihar, NUSLR Ranchi, University of Kerala, ISPAT College, ISI Calcutta, different Universities 

of West Bengal like Calcutta University, Bardwan University, Coochbehar- Panchanan Barma 

University, Vidyasagar abd Bishwa Bharati University; Ravenshaw College, JNU, TISS, Nalanda 

University, Patliputra University, Munger University, BHU, Bhagalpur University, Delhi 

University, Population Council, UNICEF, NIPHTR, Care India,  University of  Kerala, IIPS etc. 

The conference was also attended by international participants from Africa (2 presenters in 

technical sessions), Carleton University, Canada; University of California, and San Dieogo, USA. 

Various aspects of demography keeping in view of development were discussed in the three-day 

seminar. The conference was well covered by print and electronic media.  

 

Inaugural Session 

Inaugural function of IIPS National Seminar was conducted at the Wheeler Senate Hall of Patna 

University. Prof. D.A. Nagdeve welcomed the delegates at Patna University and the Director and 

Senior Professor of IIPS, K.S. James addressed the gathering on the theme of IIPS National 

Seminar. While addressing the theme he pointed on global challenges to achieve SDG goals.  

Further he mentioned how this conference will be helpful in understanding data and how to move 

forward in population research. He emphasised that for achieving SDG goals we need multi-

sectoral approach. The seminar was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Education Minister of Bihar Shri 

Krishna Nandan Prasad Verma. Rash Bihari Pd. Singh, Vice Chancellor presided over the function. 
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Pro-Vice Chancellor of Patna University also graced the occasion. In his inaugural address, 

Hon’ble Education Minster of Bihar Shri Krishna Nandan Prasad Verma talked about hindrances 

of population increase in country’s development. He also highlighted the achievements in Bihar’s 

education and how it has reshaped various policies. He also mentioned few programmes like 

Kanya Uthan Yojana for unmarried girls. Dolly Sinha, Pro VC, Patna University also shared her 

views on the seminar and mentioned that it’s a moment of pride and happiness for Patna 

University. She thanked IIPS seminar organizing committee for choosing Patna for the seminar. 

Honourable Vice Chancellor, Patna University thanked PRC, Patna university for taking initiative 

to conduct this important seminar. He also emphasised the importance of the theme of the seminar 

and how it can help in shaping the 21st century Bihar and India. He talked about importance of 

human development in achieving the overall progress. Lastly vote of thanks was offered by Dilip 

Kumar. The fact sheet of IIPS funded Project “Causes and Consequences of out Migration from 

Middle Ganga Plain” was released. 

 

The seminar had the following plenary sessions, technical sessions and poster sessions. 

 

Health and Development 

Statistical Model for Demographic and Health Analysis 

Demography of Bihar 

Demography of Aging 

Health Inequality and Socio-economic Wellbeing 

Family Demography and Reproductive Health 

Evaluation of Health Policies and Inclusive Development 

Development in Bihar 

Special Session on NFHS 

Special Session on Migration 

Special Session on Gender 

Hunger, Nutrition and Food Security 

Marriage, Fertility and Family Planning 

Migration and Urbanisation 

Mortality, Morbidity and Longevity 

Poverty, Environment and Health 

Sanitation, Water and Health 

 

 

The discussion in the seminar can be condensed into the following broad themes.  
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1. Data quality Issues in Large Scale Sample survey 

Many papers in the seminar discussed different mechanisms to ensure the data quality in large 

scale surveys. Laveesh Bhandari discussed about the various techniques for improving the 

reliability of the data, and suggested use of different new techniques in reducing the length of 

questionnaire and sampling techniques. S.K Singh in his paper discussed the strategies to 

strengthen data quality in National Family Health Surveys in India, and highlighted ten different 

strategies to improve the quality of data for NFHS. H. Lhungdim talked on the data quality 

assurance mechanism, and discussed about the importance of CAB component. L.K Dwivedi 

illustrated the data quality measures of NFHS in India and highlighted how intra-class correlation 

at PSU level affects the sample size of NFHS surveys. Some papers in the technical sessions also 

discussed about the clustering in the NFHS data which affects the results, which should be taken 

care of while undertaking analysis.  

 

2. Health  

The health and health care in India are still a major issues of debate. Various domains of heath 

were rigorously discussed during the seminar which included reproductive health, health care 

systems, fertility and family planning services, etc., Niranjan Saggurti highlighted major 

challenges in health care systems while Hemant Kumar Shah talked about theory of change and 

action focusing on nurse monitoring theme, approaches and solutions to Poshan Abhiyan, and Kala 

Azhar elimination.  Deepak Raut talked about the concept of comprehensive PHCs and the role of 

Ayushaman Bharat and health and wellness centers. Most of the papers discussed the changing 

epidemiological transition in the country, and how the morbidity pattern has put burden on the 

causes of death and catastrophic health expenditure. Some papers in the technical sessions, also 

discussed the reproductive health issues of women, role of women autonomy in reproductive 

health issues and family planning services.  

 

3. Gender  

Gender role in reproductive health can never be ignored in any settings and particularly in India. 

Lotis McDougal examined the relationship between the contraceptive use and women employment 

in India and concluded on the association between occupation types and unmet need for family 

planning in the country. Nandita Bhan presented a paper to assess the family violence and its 
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association with the suicides, self-harm and depression among adolescents in India. Boys were at 

higher risk of parental abuse due to possible authorities parenting norms in the society. Witnessing 

marital violence, child abuse and personal experience of marital violence are associated with the 

poor mental health outcomes which would lead to the suicidal tendency among the adolescent. 

Kaushalendra Kumar talked about gender bias in hospitalization financing in India and highlighted 

that gender gap exists in health care expenditure.  

 

4. Development  

 

Many papers were presented during the 3 day seminar related to development in Bihar in which 

many professionals from Bihar and other states. The major discussion was on the missing 

capacities in terms of health infrastructure in the state and the strategies to cope up with this 

deficiency. Ravi B P Verma, showed the projections of TFR of Bihar till 2020 and highlighted the 

declining trend in TFR, mortality rates in Bihar. D M Diwakar largely talked about the 

developments in Bihar and highlighted the efforts needed to sustain the population of 20 crores by 

2050. The poor performance of education and health sector were emphasised . He also highlighted 

the need for agro-climatic research. 
 

5. Migration 

Role of Migration cannot be neglected in a seminar on health and development. The seminar 

covered a lot of aspects on migration linking to urbanization, flow of remittances, pattern of 

migration, and its link to empowerment. The out migration from Bihar, and its association with 

children’s education was brought out.  The tradeoff that exist between the forces of disruption 

(absence of father/male member) and forces of compensation (remittances) in explaining the 

differences in educational outcomes between migrating and non-migrating households in Bihar 

has been another area of investigation. Various papers also suggested high incidence of migration 

from the divisions of Saran, Kosi and Purnia in Bihar. The return migration in Middle Ganga Plain 
was also deliberated. Presenters talked about the reasons why the migrants don’t return to their 

origins. The seminar summarized the migration issues in Bihar and how it affected the urbanization 

in Bihar and also the health utilization as a whole.  
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6. Policy relevance 

 

Papers that directly dealt with policy are based on secondary data sources. A paper presented by 

Balram Paswan pointed out the role of NFHS in health policy making at India and how it has 

helped government to target the SDG goals. NFHS surveys have provided important data for 

designing India’s Five-Year Plans. It has made available reliable data on many major topics that 

were the focus of these plans such as literacy, education, employment, poverty reduction, gender 

inequality, disadvantaged groups, women’s empowerment, clean water, electricity and (many 

more) banking services in addition to demographic and health indicators. The papers dealing with 

the contraceptive use found that both supply and demand side issues need to be addressed from 

the policy perspectives to increase the Contraceptive prevalence rate. There were also papers 

addressing the association of age of marriage and TFR of the country. Efforts are necessary to 

enhance the age at marriage of women. The policies and programmes necessary for addressing the 

malnutrition are also covered by many papers. Poster presenters, in general, emphasized on the 

relevance of their research for different policies and programmes in India. 

 

Valedictory Session 

The conference concluded with a valedictory session. A brief presentation of the three day 

conference proceedings was made. The best poster award was given to four presenters, two 

received first prize and two received second prize. The first prize was given to Ms. Akancha Singh 

for her paper on “Age at Marriage in India: A Geospatial Analysis” and Mr. Imran Ahmad for his 

paper on “The Neglected Cause of Morbidity: Road Traffic Accidents”. The second prize was 

given to Ms. Aditi “Consanguineous Marriages and its Impact on Neonatal and Child Mortality in 

India”, and Ms. Neha Yadav for her paper on “Trends and Determinants of the Nutritional Status 

of Mothers and Children Health Outcomes”. 

 

Shri Sanjay Kumar, IAS, Principal Secretary-Health, Dept. of Health, Govt of Bihar, delivered the 

valedictory address. He addressed the issue of high fertility rates in Bihar on account of the lack 

of utilization of modern contraceptive methods among the couples in Bihar. He noted that the 

sterilization method is the most preferred method in the state. He also mentioned the need for 

establishing more of National Institutes of Population in Bihar, so that it can provide quality 
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education. He also talked about the need to uplift the health systems in Bihar, and awareness among 

the people relating to age at marriage and family planning programmes to bring down TFR.  

 

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in his address proposed a collaboration with IIPS for development in 

Bihar. He highlighted how the papers presented in the seminar will help the policy makers to 

formulate effective policies in Bihar. The Director & Sr. Professor of IIPS thanked the Patna 

University and Seminar Organizing committee for making the seminar successful. He also talked 

about the importance of such seminars which can help to develop strategies for effective 

programme implementation. He also highlighted the role of media and thanked them for providing 

wider coverage to the seminar.  D.A. Nagdeve, proposed the vote of thanks which ended the three-

day seminar.  

 

Seminar organised a Special dinner supported by the Gender Project of IIPS on the second day. 

Patna University and the Bihar officials applauded the effort of IIPS in making the seminar a grant 

success.  

 

The seminar coordinators of IIPS were D.A. Nagdeve, K C Das, Aparajita Chattopadhyay, Laxmi 

Kant Dwivedi and Suryakant Yadav. 

 

The English media coverage links of the seminar are given below: 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/pu-may-sign-mou-with-iips-to-study-states-

demography/articleshow/74123223.cms 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/population-research-centre-to-start-courses-on-

demography/articleshow/73217946.cms 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/half-of-households-in-bihar-exposed-to-migration-

study/articleshow/74141815.cms 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/pu-may-sign-mou-with-iips-to-study-states-demography/articleshow/74123223.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/pu-may-sign-mou-with-iips-to-study-states-demography/articleshow/74123223.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/population-research-centre-to-start-courses-on-demography/articleshow/73217946.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/population-research-centre-to-start-courses-on-demography/articleshow/73217946.cms

