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The COVID-19 pandemic has shaken the world’s economy and supply chains worldwide. The ready-
made garment (RMG) sector in Bangladesh has been especially hard hit as consumer demand for
apparel has plummeted, leading to global retailers cancelling orders and revising their sourcing
strategies. To situate what is currently happening to the industry under this global pandemic, the
lecture will draw some lessons from an earlier crisis in Bangladesh - from one of the worst
industrial disasters in history, the collapse of the Rana Plaza building in 2013. In this presentation,
the speaker will focus specifically on the distorted notions of what constitutes safety for workers,
primarily for women workers, which continue to perpetuate the cycle of labor violations for those
at the very bottom of global supply chain. The talk will draw on evidence from a survey with BRAC
University, Bangladesh where we interviewed 1,057 garment workers to understand how the
pandemic had impacted their lives (Rabbani, A, Saxena, SB & Islam, MF, 2020).
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